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IJ. 


POSTSCRIPT 


EnTausasM in Diſtreſs. 


PON my publi ſhing the Letter to 
Phileleut berus Britannicus, occaſiond by 
his. Reflections upon Reaſon, the learned 
Gentleman who had taken that Name, 
endeavoured at firſt to perſwade 
22274 People, that what I had offered 


DIG] 


14 
. 
AS 


that as ſuch it ought to be ſhghred ; 
and that he, for his own part, had other Fiſh tro. try, 
and did not intend to trouble his Head at all about it. 
But when he found the popular Torrent bear too 
ſtrong upon him, and that People of all Perſwaſions ge- 
nerally ran into the Opinion, that he had ſome other 
Reaſon for not defending himſelf than what be aſ- 
ſign'd; and that the true Reaſon. was not proper to 
be given; this ſeem'd to provoke him into a Reſolu- 
tion of undeceiving the World in a Matter which ſo 
nearly concern'd his Character, as an able learned Man. 
And now: his moſt intimate Friends freely 2 them- 
ſelves in Converſation upon it, declaring that the Au- 
- 2 , 


againſt bim was of no Conſequence ; . 


thor . 


thor of the Reflefions, Se. had determin'd upon a Re- 


. ply ; that a ſtinging one was gone to the Preſs; that he 
would clearly evince how much I had been miſtaken in 


my Adverſary, and make a publick Example of me 


for the Weakneſs and Preſumption of attacking him. 
But it ſoon appear'd that the learned Author had 
taken Wit again in his Anger: For having been con- 
vinced by ſome of the ableſt of his Friends in London, 
whom he had conſulted about it, that both his own Re- 
_ putation, and the Intereſt of Truth, requir'd his Silence, he 
reſumes his Reſolution as ſtrong as ever to keep him- 
ſelf on the ſafeſt Side, and to make ſure of ſaying no- 
thing amiſs, by ſaying nothing at all. Here then is 
our learned Author's Prudence; and no doubt but he is 
..infallibly in the right, that the Truth is beſt ſecur'd 
by reſolving not to defend it. 
I ſh4ll not enter upon the Detail of this Gentleman's 
private Management. I envy him not the Honour he 
gains by ſhuffling up and down among truſty Friends 
a {till-born Production of his own, fill'd with bitter 
Revilings, and the moſt groſs Miſrepreſentations, which 
"he dares not expoſe to publick View. Nor ſhall I 
preſume to ſay how many Letters he has receiv'd from 
Gentlemen of the moſt eftabliſh'd Reputation for Lear- 
ning, and Piety, with Thanks and Complements for 
his Performance; or how ſecure he is in the good Opi- 
nion of himſelf upon their Authority and his own. 
Theſe, and ſuch like Shifts, to ſave the Credit of a 
dying Author, may afford Matter of Speculation and 
Diſcourſe at Mariboraugh; but it does not at all concern 
the reſt of the World, who ought not therefore to be 
troubled with it. i 7% 


No ſooner had the Author of the Refl-8ions reſglveds” 


to give up the Gboſt, but out comes a printed Letter, 
directed to me, as from one Mr. Peter Nisbet of Briſtol. 


Whether there be any ſuch Perſon in being or no, I can-. 


not tell, noram I atall concerned to enquire; my Buſineſs 
18 only to conſider what the Author of the Letter has 
ſaid to the Purpoſe, and whether he has indeed ſaved 
the Honour of his deceaſed: Friend by an handſome 
Funeral. A decent Interment is ſuppoſed to be the 
. leaſt Reſpect a Man can pay to a dead Friend. But 
in my Opinion, Mr. Nisbet has been merry quite out of 
WE Time 
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Time and Place. Such Airs arg not fo proper for 
a Houſe of Mourning ; and inſtead. of being ſo gay, 
it would perhaps have been more ſuitable to the Oega- 
„ ſion, if he had: ſeriouſly bethought himſelf that his 
own Turn might come next. Mr. Nisbet ought to have 
been very ſerious at ſuch a Solemnity, and not have 
turned his Friends Obſequies into a Theatrical Piece of 
Mockery. But let us ſee how he behaves upon this 
-. Occaſion. EY. [ wy 4 m— f 
And here the firſt thing he introduces is a certain 
Engine, contrived by the late Author to preſerve the 
World from the Flames, and prevent a general Confla- 
gration. With this Engine, as he pretends, his Friend 
might have done great Service, if I could but have let 
him gone on with it, and had not diſturbed him, and his 
good Work then, while they were playing it. But 
what does Mr. Nisbet mean by this? 9 he think we 
are come to a Funeral to be entertain'd after this idle 
ridiculous manner? has it not been prov'd that theſe 
Flames are only imaginary? and beſides, that the En- 
gine was a mere Whim, ſo ſlightly put together that it 
would not hold Water; and therefore could have been 
of no uſe, ſuppoſing the Danger to have been real? 
Jou know very well that your Friend, though a good 
Man, was now and then a little whimſical; he would 
laugh and cry in the ſame Breath: This Minute he 
would be extreamly merry, and preſently throw 
himſelf into a great Rage upon a Matter of no Mo- 
ment: Sometimes he would make' his Bows and Com- 
13 to the good old Gentleman Reaſon, and tell 
him that he was a great Prince, and ought to govern 
the World; and ſoon after he would fall into ſtrange 
Fits at the bare Sight or Name of Reaſon, and cry out, 
the Sirit! the Sirit! O that carnal Devil Reaſon! 
From theſe odd Symptoms People began to ſuſpect, 
that if he had liv'd longer he muſt have run quite be- 
ſide himſelf. This is no Secrets: 'tis well known: to 
the, whole Neighbourhood, and to every one of us 
who now upon your Invitation attend his Funeral. And 
therefore pray, Mr. Nisbet, call another Cauſe, and talk 
no more of the Exgine. 1 | 
Mir. Nisbet, in the next Place, falls into an odd Train 
2 of Diſorders, partly Hpocondriacal, and partly malignant, 


#. upon 


(6) 
upon the Sound of that ſtartling "dreadful Word 
CoMyRrEntNsSTON.' This Stimulus has contracted 
all his Nerves; and the Spaſm ſeizing him while he 
: er tet *tis wonderful to obſerve what a Figure 
he makes; for though he {till endeavours to laugh, and 
ſtri ves to put on a merry Countenance, yet every one 
muſt (ſee, that 'tis mere Affectation and Grimace, 
fſince he diſcovers the evident Symptoms of a Plague 
in the Bowels, and is plainly tormented with all the 
*Gripes of Intereſt and worldly Power, Perhaps the eafing 
of his Mind upon this Head, might be one chief 
Cauſe of his inviting me to this Entertainment; and 
3 fince I have been the Occaſion of '' throwing the 
Gentleman into this Diſorder, it concerns me to give 
him all reaſonable Satisfaction. | 
I had maintain'd againſt his Friend, that nothing 
ought to be inſiſted on as neceſſary to Chriſtian: Peace, 
Unity, and Church Communion,” but what the Scrip- . 
ture itſelf has made neceſſiry to theſe Ends: And that 
to exclude Men from the Communion of the Church, 
and the Benefits of the Chriſtian Covenant, on the 
Account of any thing for which Chriſt himſelf has 
not, or will not in the laſt Day exclude them from the 
_ Kingdom of Heaven; that this, I ſay, is a bold pre- 
ſumptuous Uſurpation of Chriſt's Authority, an exer- 
. ceiſing a ſpiritual Tyranny over the Conſciences of 
Men, and the Ground of all the Enmities, Chureh- 
Diviſions, and Party-Rage, in the © Chriſtian World. 
Here Mr. Naber has been ſo far from confuting any 
thing I had ſaid upon this Principle, that he has not 
"fo much as mention'd it. Church Cmmunion, upon 
KSrripture Terms, is the very thing that he fears; he can- 
not bear the Thought; this is the Thing at which his 
Soul trembles. But ler us only ſuppoſe the thing as 
- Poffible z let us ſuppoſe that a Comprebenſion ſhould 


ſome time or other take Place, and Chriſtians come to 
be better united, than they hitherto have been, upon a 
"Scripture Foot, what then? What then! Why chen 
the Lord have Mercy upon us! for this muſf make 
© Oaths, Canons, Articles, and Rubrichs, as much old Alma- 
nac ls as the Covenant ; that bence forward, as the Churebes 
Fall void, 'a Quaker may get one, an Arian. "another, and ſo 

en, with” the Ghe Privilege” to every new S A fruitful: * 
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may Produce 3. 4 Deſign, it ſeems, which never bad its. Pa. 
rallel. fince the Times of Julian the Apoſtate, p. 8. Tit, 

If 1 thought him. capable of giving a ſober Anſwer 
under ſuch a Fright, I ſhould here ask him, whether, 
his Canons, Articles, and Rabrichs, are neceſſary Rules of 
a Chriſtian Faith and Practice; or whether the holy 


| Seripture without theſe is not the only Rule, and à ſuf 


fieient Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice? To ſay 
that the Scripture is the only Rule, and a ſufficient. 
Rule; and yet that there ace other Rules, without which. 
the Scripture cannot be fufficient, is affronting the Un- 
derſtandings of Men, and a moſt ridiculous Banter 
Common Senſe. And ſhould a Man ſay this, and yet 
at the ſame time pretend a mighty Zeal againſt. Popery, 
Jeſuitiſin, and Emiffiries from Rome, it muſt be ſuch a 
Complication of Alſurdity, and udence, as cannot 
be ayer Cnr in Julian himſelf. Mr. Nisbet is 
mightily concern'd to guard the Church againſt Error 
and Hereſy, and hence it is that he ſeems ſo fond 
of Oaths; whereas he ought to confider, that all the 
Oaths and Subſcriptions in the World can ſerve only 
to keep out honeſt conſciencious Men, but cannot poſ- 
fibly keep out thoſe who will profeſs, ſubſcribe, and 
ſwear 8 thing, for their own Intereft ;z and, if I am 
not much miſtaken, theſe are the worſt and moſt dan- 
gerous Hereticks. of all. Oaths can be no more a Teſt 
againſt Hereſy than againſt Jacobitiſm; and of how little 
Conſequence they are in this laſt Caſe, every Body 
knows. I cannot imagine therefore, why he has here 
tack'd Oaths. to Canons, Articles, Sc. unleſs he thinks 
that his humane infallible Standards of Chriftian Faith 
and Practice ought to be continu'd, if it was only for 


the mere ſake of fwearing, I beg his Pardon for this 


Freedom; I hope it will not his Conſcience, or 
put him out of his good Humour. 134 
But the greateſt Jeſt of all is, Mr. Nicher's ſeeming 
Concern for the good People, and the miſerable Shifts 
to which he ſuppoſes they muſt be reduc d, if the In: 
ſtitutions of Chri/t ſhould ever take place inſtead of the 
Inſtitutions of n. Upon this Occaſion he turns the 
People out of their Churches, and directs them to the 
Meeting-Hbuſes, and ſends a poor honeſt Man up and 


down on a fleeveleſs Errand, from one Pariſh to another, 
. to 


wo: 4 
gt his Child baptiz'd, and brings him home at laſt 
diſappointed, as finding a Quaker in one Church, an 
Anabaptiſt in another, c. and all this he pretends as 
the neceſſary Conſequence of exchanging: humane Creeds 
and Canons for the Bible, Tis evident that he is here 
= nor the ſecular excluſive Intereſts of his own 
Clergy, while he pretends to be concerned for the reli - 
gious Rights and Liberties of the Chriſtian People, No 
doubt but the Clergy, ſo far as they are Civil Officers, and 
expect their Pay from the Crown, muſt conform them- 
ſelves, in Matters of Religion, to the Civil Lau. I have 
never diſputed this, nor pretended to direct the Ma- 

ziſtrate about the making or repealing of any Civil 

ws in Matters of Religion; and therefore, if this 
Gentleman has miſtaken me here, the Blame muſt 
lie at his Door, and not at mine. But then this has: 
no manner of Relation at all to the; Conſtitution of 
Chriſtian Churches, or the Terms of Chriſtian Unity 
and Communion, as laid down in Scripture, and 
ſettled by Chriſt and the Apoſtles. Theſe Matters de- 
pend intirely upon divine Inſtitutions and Sanctions, 
which no humane Authority, or Civil Power in the 
World, can any ways ſupercede or alter. Let us ſup- 
poſe, then, the Perſon legally preſented and inducted 
to a particular Pariſn, and who hereupon takes Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Church, and has a legal Right to the 
Tithes; let us ſuppoſe him, I ſay, not to be a Quaker, 
an Anabaptiſt, or an Arian, but in truth and reality 4 
Man of no Religion at all, who gives ſufticient Proofs 
that he neither fears God nor regards Man, and who is 
to all Intents and Purpoſes an Atheiſt: Now I. would 
ask here, does this, legal Preſentation and Induction 
give the Man any ſpiritual Juriſdiction in the Pariſh, 
or oblige the People to intruſt him with the Care of 
their Souls? To ſay.this, would be as contrary to the 
Law of Nature, and to the Law of Chriſt, as it is to 
the Law of England; and therefore the People in this 
Caſe being ar tull Liberty, by all the Right and Law 
in the World, muſt be indiſpenſibly bound to make 
the beſt Proviſion they can for their own Souls, by 
chuſing a fit Perſon for that Purpoſe, juſt after the 
ſame manner as if there had been no ſuch thing 
as an Impropriation of Tithes to any particular Uſe 3 
91 . all, 


(99) 
all And here the Perſon aforeſaid could nat think 
7 being diſcharged from the Care aud 
Trouble: of feeding the Flac, ſince he would ſtill have 
the Night and Liberty of fleecing them. The: former he 
is ſuppoſed either to have vo Capacity for, or na Incli- 
nation to; and fore the latter, which is what he 
aims at, muſk needs content him. 
Thus is all Mr. Nisbet's\Concern for the good People 
founded upon the ſecular Iritereſt of the Hierardhy,and- 
upon this Suppoſition, that a Chniſtian Man has not as 
much Right to take care of his. Sul as he has of his bye, 
while he can chuſe his Farris, but not his Haſtor- 
lf this Gentleman has frighted himſelf with any ſuch 
ſort of Comprehenſion as was never aim d atꝭʒ or conten- 
ded for by me, I cannot help it. Tis well known that 
what I have argued for againſt his Friend, and all along 
ur other Writings, is this, 1 Scripture; alone 
is the only Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice, the only 
Teſt of religious Orthodoxy, and the only Centre of 
Chriſtian Unity ; that to ſet up any mere human Teſts 
and Standards of religious Faith aad Practice, is in Ef- 
ſect ta lay aſide the Scriptures fur the ſake; of a more 
intelligible, clear, and certain Rule; that this has been the 
great Engine of carnal Intereſt, Church-Tyranny, Per- 
ſecution, and Party-Rage in all Ages; that theſe Teſts 
and human Deciſions CE always been more dark and 


doubtful than the Scripture it ſelſ, whic they pretend 


to limit and explain; and that this muſt neceſſarily eter- 
nie our Diviſions, and propagate the Flames and Ani- 
moſit ies of the Chriſtian Church and World in in fini nm. 
Nos to pretend, as Mr. Nisbet does in his Letter, that 
this Principle and way of Talking are Jeſuitical; and 
that if People are once driven from their human Creeds 
and Tefts of Orthodoxy; they can ha ve np other Refuge 
but to betake themſelves to Reme'for a Deciſiun: This, 
I fay, is ſo vain and groundleſs a Pretence, ſo much un- 
like a Gentleman, a Scholar, or*s Chriſtian; and viſibly 
contains in it ſo mean a Piece of ill Nature, that I do 
nat.envy him the Favour and good Opinion of thoſe 
who can be weak and unthinking enough ta be influ- 
ended bydt.Iſ the Scripture be not ſufficiently. clear, de- 
fin ni ue and ir Hr; in every thing neceſſaty to Salvation 
ind Criſtiam Communion, to What End is it pretended as 
a ;ſufficibes CSG, MP: 
ell | | * 0: 
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other Rides are neceſſuy, why is this declared to be the 
only Rule ? Let Mr. Nisbem and his Friends tell us plainly, 
whether they are Proteſtants or not, and this Controver- 
ſy will be at an End. If he does not believe the Serip- 
ture: to be a ſufficient; Rule, and the only Rule of a 
Chriſtian's Faith and Practice, as L have conſider d and 
explain d itz let him ſhaw me how he can defend himſelf 
againſt the Papiſts upon any other Principle, and I will 
— his Skill, ſubmit to his Authority, and become 
his Diſciple : But if he cannot do this, I hope he will 
not for the future argue againſt any thing: that is ne- 
ceſſary . to make us rationally conſiſtent with our ſelves. 

Upon my ſaying; that the Church, as a tender Mo- 
ther, ought to take a prudent Care of all her Children, 
and not nouriſh the ſtrong and healthy only, and caſt 
the weak and ſickly away, or leave them to periſh, be- 
cauſe they cannot feed as the ftrong and healthy da; 
Mr. Niabet thus merrily replies: No, God forbid ! Sir; 
* only, if you pleaſe, inſtead of Mother, for once we'll 
take Father, whoſe Olive Branches running much on 
* the Female Kind, he obſerves ſome of the younger 
„Fry look pale, and off their Stomachs; and; upon 
« Enquiry, finds they eat Salt, and any Traſh. they can 
« come at, nor do the Sluts deny it ; but clinging a- 
bout, cry, Indeed, Papa, we do eat as you ſay, but 
„% e love it, and it goes down good; when Meat 
makes us fick, itill we puke again. Now, pray, 
„hat ſhall this Man do? Shall he let em eat on 
* *till it kills or cripples em, as one ur tother it rare; 
« ly fails of? Or reſtrain em what he can, till a Phy- 
*. fician, with proper Remedies, has ſo recoyer'd their 
former Appetites, that they eat, and lock like the 
reſt? Your Opinion, Sir, as a Man of Senſe and Sin- 
« cerity, and (as I am told) a little Piece of a Phyfician 
too, which of theſe two Childiſh Allufions think 
vyou moſt a propos 2 p. 14, 1 Mr. Nisbet's Wit 
here is very pretty; and | have given this a8 à Speci- 
men of his innocent Wirth, to let the Reader ſee with 
what Derr ee he can make 
himſelf ridiculous. I Will not diſpute with him, whe- 
ther the Church be a Miber or a Fuber: Ihe former has 
been generally allow!d:;z:but ſinoe he will now: have it 
otherwiſe; let it be Father Church for the preſent: © And 
:then-it is plain, that in * put 


(11) 2 
it, all Difſenters are repreſented as this Father Church”: 
young green: ſick Girls; who, being in their Non-age, 
and wanting a Judgment of Diſcretion, when they 
mou eat any thing hurtful, muſt be reſtrain'd by Pa- 
ternal, i. e. Church Authority. OL + | 
When Authority has once turned a Man's, Head, and 
his Imagination 4. been well heated with the Pleaſure 
and Advantages of Dominion, it is wonderful to obſerve 
how he will diſtort and pervert every thing that comes 


in his wa ; and be continually diſcovering the Cauſe 
of his Darke even while he is endeavouring to con- 
ceal it. © 


"Te Quettion 555 was about Things indifferent, 
which by human Injunctions are made needy, and 
inſeparably tack'd to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt; but he 
carries the Cale — out of the way, and applies it to 
Things in themſelves huntſul or ſiuful, and ſuppoſes the 
Perſons concerned, to take that which, if not prevented 
by due Reſtraints and proper Remedies, muſt. certainly 
prove mortal, that is, as his Compariſon muſt conclude, 
ddmnable ; whereas he cannot but know that this is not 
the Queſtion, my Argument had,no Relation to it, nor 
is there any ſuch Thing in Diſpute. ERS OR 
Again, the Perſons teferr'd. to, as capable of Church 
Communion; were ſuch as muſt be allow'd a Judgment 
of Diſcretion, to att and determine for themſelves; but 
this Author; turns it off to Children in a literal Senſe, 
who muſt be kept under the Awe and Influence of Pa- 
ternal. Authority, till they come to Years of Diſcretion, 
and are capable of a rational. $:-ConduF.. And thus 
where he could ſay nothing to the Purpoſe, he thought 
it much like a Gentleman and à Scholar, to be very 
and very impertinent. To my asking, Why any 
ing that is not neceſſary, ſhould be inſeparably 
wack to divine Inſtitution ;; as for Inſtance, hy 
People muſt he deny'd Baptiſm for their Children, if 
they, cannot be ety fot the Lawfulneſs of that hu- 
man fignificant, Sign of the Croſs? Mr. Nis'et has nor 
thing to ſay, but by pretending à particular Exception 
to the general Rule, in che Cale of private Baptiſm, 
where the Time and Circumſtances are 7 not 
to admit of it.; but as it happens, I have ſaid nothing 
to exclude this Exception, ſuppoſing it was an Excep- 
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_ "Fig bor affert thay the Croſs isin(cpatably and . 
* v&r/ally, withour Exception, tack'd to a divine Inffit- 
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tion bllt ſtill 1 ere it is 1ſeparably tac Kd to à di- 


ind Iaſllttitim in all thoſe Caſes where Baptifc cannot 
be had without it; and this I am ſure is in afl'bedinary 
(uses. Beſides, e at in the extraordinary 
Caſe of private Baptiſm, . . wv is not difpenſed 
- with, but only for the Time, and upon the preſent Ex- 
igence, till there be a proper Opportunity for it. And 
upon this Principle, it might be ſaid, that Hapti ſm it 
8 r s Alſpenſed with, or not made neceffaty in fore 
Cuaſes; ſince, methinks, no Body ſhould Tay that tis 
neceſſary, where it cannot poſſibly be hac. 
I maß now leave it with the Reader to conſider, 


whether the Croſs in Baptiſm be not, according to the 


Senſe and Judgment of the Church, inſeparably tack d 
to a divine Inftitutioh,; and whether there was = 
Thing of Abſurdity or Falſhood in what'T had fa 
.. Soobchrotda ren uren 
But Mr. Nisbet tells me, p. 16, that this was à much 
greater Blunder in me, not to ſay downright: Fa/ſhood, than 
it was in the Author of the Reflections to declare, that 
the Scripture aſſerts three in Perſon, and but one in E, 
fence, Any candid Reader, he ſays, would have under- 
| flood it, that by Afſertion, he meant only neceſſary If E 
rence. And any well-meaning, unwary Reader, who 
Had confided in the Author, muſt, I ſuppoſe, have un- 
derſtood it, that this was a Scripture Doctrine expreſsly, 
and in, Terms, and that thoſe who doubt of it, muſt de- 
ny the moſt plain expreſs Texts of Scripture.” I can- 


not think, that the Author did not know the Difference 


between ſition and If:reure, or that this was à mere 
. in Ovetſight in him. n 

But why muſt a candid Reader by the Word Afſertion 
underſtand bference ? At this Rate, any Farty-Zealot, 
of what Opinion or Perſwalion ſoever, might cafily 
cake the Scripture At whatever he pleaſes ; for *tis 
bür to call his ben Afertion, a Scripture Ae or à ne- 
ceffary 1/ferthte fro Plain Texts, an 

dohd. q9Þ: benen 


» 


This Gentlemen's Infinyation, that the true hurcb, in 
all Ages, tive beef agreed upbn this Point, in Senſe, 
as well as Sound, is a moſt vaim and groundteſs'Pretence. 
If we may take the Senſe of the Church from the Wri- 
Fn TOM FT x ; - tings 
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___ «(133)) 
tings of the moſt learned -fthavaſcans, who for ſeveral 
Ages paſt have engroſs:d to themſelves the Repuratios 
and Advantages of Orthodoxy, tis plain that they have 
never been ou upon this Point, and that they are 
as much divided, and differ as widely, at this Day as 
ever. Some take the Word God as a perſonal proper 

me, for the one unoriginate, independent, SRC Canſe, 
und Amber of all Things; and by the Word : 
they mean only a particular Mode, Attribute, or manner 
of Geb ſiſlence in the one divine Sabſiauce. Others under- 
Rand the Word G0d, as fignifying- an abſtract Efſouct, 
* or ſos of Things; and by ibree Perſons, they un- 
erſtand three real, ſubſtantial, and diſtinct Individuals, 
of the fame Nature and Kind, i. e. three equally ſupreme, 
Independent, - firſt Cauſes, Creators, and Governoars of the 
Univerſe ; and this has been profeſſedly declared and 
-contended for by fome- Ortbodox Wrigers, | 9.64 
But the more artful Managers being aware that 
both theſe muſt be Hereſy, continually 4 at faſt and 
looſe between them both, and fly from one Extreme 
to the other, juſt as Neceſſity drives them, and as the 
Exigence of the Caſe requires; while no Man has ever 
yet fix d or ſettled any pdſlible, conſiſtent, or intelli- 
gible Medium between Sabellaniſm and Tritheiſm upon 
Arhana ſian Principles. Till thoſe Gentlemen there“ 
fore have better acquitted themſelves, and clear'd their 
own Character in this Point, they can never be thought 
goo Evidence in any Court of Juſtice againſt Herencks. 
Tis impoſſible to determine from any Thing the Au- 
thor of the Refletlious, &c. has ſaid, which Side he takes, 
or whether he underſtands his own Afſertion in any Senſe 
at all, or not; and Mr. Nisbet has'taken'great Care nov 
to leave himſelf accountable for any Opinlon of his own 
in this Caſe. 9 1 96 Faith in the Church, con- 
cerning an Artiele which the Churth has ne ver defi: 


ned or explain'd, may prove him perhaps a good Chareh+ 
man, Ach he may be in oe 'Sexſe, whether he makes 


- any Uſe of = own Reaſon, 22 8 5d tel bs 
| on my ſaying} that whatever the Separation 
bitweed he rift and ' Non-Conformiſts, it is 
certainly mutual, and that they both 2 and alike 
ſeparate from one another; this Gentleman's Temper 


is much ruffled, and: diſcovers x fort of Diſorder, which 
ſeems to be hereditary to him, and leaves but little or 
! f | 


no 


(714) 
no Hopes of à Cure. For here Mr, 'Nisba falls to talk- 
ing of a great many broken incoherent Things concern- 
ing the kirk of Scht/and, King James, corta in Books writ- 
ten in that Reign againſt the Church of Rome, and a Pam- 


phlet coming out about that Time by a d/guifed H, 


and pretending there could be no Centre ef Unity, hut 
by — to the Authority of the Pote, &c. all ad 
ate as much to the Purpoſe, as if he had went off from 
the Matter in Hand to the Morid in the Mon. Does he 
deny that the Separation between the Conformiſts and 
| coy — is mutual? Or has he offer'd any 
Thing in Proof of the contrary ? Not at all. But the 
great Grievance is, my ſaying, that the Church has ſworn 
away all Authority to the Crown: And is nat this Matter 
of Fact? Is it not undeniably plain, and does not every 
Body know it? Yes, that's true; but I muſt not think 
to come off ſo; for my ſaying this, looks. too lie a fre- 
meditaved Srolze at the Supremacy, and a denying the Magi- 


Nrate the Power which this Gentleman and his Friends 


allow hin. þ -þ | 1 19 „ 1 310. 
But all this is mere Affectation and Grimace : Mr. 
Nisbet underſtands me better than he pretends; and [I 
am ſorry, for his ſake, that he ſhould have given me 
this Occaſion of 9 my ſelf farther to him. He 
knows very well, thatI diſclaim for my ſelf and Friends 
all-Authority and Juriſdiction but what is lodged. in 
the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate 3 and therefore we 
may take the Oaths to the n with 
odd Conſciences, and without Repentance. I did not 
the Church for taking the Oaths, and inveſting 
is Majeſty with all Authority, both Eecleſiaſtica and G- 
wil; but only thoſe Church. Men, that do this againſt their 
Principles; who give with one Hand, and re-aflame 
with the other 5 who are continually claiming and pur- 
ſuing an Authority, which they have ſworn away; who 
take che Osthe, and then banter them, pretend to waſh 
them/:down with.a Glaſs of Wine, and quote Hudibras 
to juſtify their Perjur yy ”—_ 
9. Tis well knewꝛn, chat there is a. Party in the C urch, 
who would be thought the only true Churrh- Men, that 
claim an Authority aud Turiſdidtion: from. Chrift him. 
ſelfz and yet {wear dway that very. Aubority to the Crown, 
and lay chemſelves under a Premunire, ifi they ſhould 
dare to act upon their own Principles, in dülcharg an 
” that 


| (15) 
chat ruſt, which Res pretend to hold by divine Right, 
and independent on any human Authority whatever. 
For this 
High flying Autheritative Church- den, h as are. ltd. 
with loud Complaints, and bitter layeQives upon this 
very Score - And that abaſe Gentlemen are not ſatis» 
fy'd with. the Oaths, or eaſy under their probe Cir 
- cumſtances, if there was need of any freſh; Proof, I pre- 
ſume the late Conſpiracy, now under the Conſideration 
of the Parliament, will afford us ſuffcient Byidenge. 
But, rerhapt. Mr. Nin will fay, that all this is 000 
to him; he if very . web ſay nh the Oaths, an 
has no Hand in the Plot. This way be zrue A 
I have 15 nothing 2gaink itz 5 then be muſt 
me leave ta reply upon him in his pwn eds, ts 
Hits are apt te jump, and that Eggs are Eggs in al Ages 
and Countries; and ** Men are gfled by the Same Princi 
ples, they will always be known by their Fuits. 

Mr. Nisbet, in the next Place, proceeds to ſapport his 
Friend, and the to Under ſiries, u n the Credit of this 
7 he that Nothing is in the UNDERSTANDING 

what was firſt in the 8 E NSE or SENSOR A; 7 7 

in Intelletiy, u non prius jor in Sf... 
hs having juſt mention'd this Axiom, and Mr of - 
civil Compliment or two, preſently. marches off, F 
leaves it, with his Friend, i in the lurch, 4s having à 5 

un of greater N aac upon his Hands. Ard 
70 on for two whole Pages, in proving, that 

Hind n cannot ſee, nor a deaf Man bear; an that a 
93 born blind and deaf cannot perform any of thoſe 
Offices and Operations which neteſſarily depend upon 
wo e Senſes. This is no News; the Gentleman. is doubt- 
leſs in the right, and'it would be. great Obſtinacy, and 
** unconſcionable in me to deny this. | But what does 


he infer from hence? Why, that abliracting from the 
it 


ed lation and Inſtrumentality of the Or ine Senſes, 
the Saul, or Mind, mult be perfectly deer and re- 
main, for the me, without ang Power of A 
or acting at all. ' 4 


But this Concluſto of his has the " Furt 4 bot 


tended with two'ſmal Twconvenientits' for, in the firſt 


Place, it is hot true; and, in the hext nde ba 'tis-riorhjog) | 


it al te che | Purpoſe,” either with reſpect to the Pyle, 


ana 12.171 bas 13 / . 1811107 2110 2: 125 "Uſe 
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appeal to all. the Books and Writings of the 
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Uſe and —— of the Axiom in the Ariflotelian Nui 
fopby, or the Deſgęn of his Friend. in producing it. 
I grant, that where all Communication by the orga- 
nical Senſes —— > cut off, the Sul in that caſe could 
not act upon the Poay, nor be acted upon by i, or gi 
an ſeniible Proof of its Union 0 e rc Ter 
ſtill, while it is ſuppoſed really to exiſt, as a rational, 
intelligent, ſef-derermining Agent, it muſt be allow d a 
Power of reflefing upon its own real Exiſtence, _ 
the Exiſtence-of a firſt independent Cauſe, and of 
ming all thoſe Ideas which concern the natural or 
moral Relation of ſuch a Cauſe to its fegt. To deny 
this, is to all Intents and Purpoſes à denying the real 
Exiftence of the Son, as diſtinct from the Body; a ſub- 
jecting all the Powers and Operations of the Mind to 
the Laws of Mechaniſm; and a ſuppoſing Thoughts and 
Ideas to be nothing elfe, but the Nee Modifications, 
or at leaſt the neceſſary Phyſical Eds of Matter and 
Mot ion. But whatever an Ariſtotelian or ' a 1 
might ſay, one would think a Chriſtian 898 an 
Divine ſhould not maintain this without reflecting upon 
its Conſequences. 1 S N 

As this Principle therefore is falſe, and muſt termi- 
nate in Materialiſm; ſo I ſhall now fhew that tis nothing 
to the purpoſe 1 ir trac, and. that Mr. Nisbet 
has not at all ſery'd the Cauſe of his Friend byit. 
„The Ariſtotelian Doctrine concerning the ſenſible and 
intelligible Species of Things is well known to the 
Learned ; and I believe no body, who has conſidered 
the Matter, can doubt but the preſent Axiom was laid 
down by them as the Ground and firſt Principle of this 
Part of their Philoſophy. Now theſe Plvloſaphers teach 
us, that external Objects, by certain; determinate Im- 

eſſions upon the material organical Syſtem, N 
the ſenſible Species, i. e. the Senſations of things 5.0 
which Senſation, thus produced, they ſuppoſe the niate- 
rial Organ it ſelf. to be the proper Sulye8. . All this be; 


1 


ing granted without Proof, they next proceed. to tell wo 


that-theſe ſenſible Species, I ley iy 


by their proper/ and reſpeCive rene ine 
communis, and being there receivd as 2 - common 
Baſon, or Rereptaculum Chyli, they are from thence 
conducted in one continued Channel, and-empried * 

N the 


oy 
* IT; 
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the Underſtanding, where making their Impreſſions lik e 


a Seal upon Wax, they become  Intelligible, and by an 


incomprehenſible Chymiſtry are converted into Ra- 
tional Notions and Percepti ons. Wes 
If Mr. Nisbet does not think this to be a fair Account 


of the Ariſtotelian Doctrine in this Caſe, he is at Liberty 


to make better Senſe of it if he can; but I think this 
is plainly what they aim at, ſo far as tis capable of be- 
ing explain'd at all. However it be, I muſt do the 
Author of the Reflections the Juſtice, as to own, that 
he ſeems to me not much to have miſtaken the Senſe of 
the Ariſtotelian Philoſophers in this Axiom; and could 
he have made good = Axiom it ſelf, he muſt have 
carried his Point ſo far, as to have prov'd two diſtinct 
Subjects of Senſations, Ideas, and Perceptions in Man, 
namely, the material Organical Syſtem, and the Rational 
Hul; tho' he might perhaps have miſcarried in what he 
ſaid afterwards about the Super-rational Spirit, But Mr, 
Nisbet, in giving the Axiom another Meaning, and turnin 
it off to a > 26057 different Queſtion, has very much a 
ſerved his Friend, as well as the Truth; and would here 
repreſent him as advancing a Principle, in order to prove 
Sometbing, which if granted him, could have been Norbing 
at all to his Purpoſe, ae Us 
- But in Ons tion to this Part of the Peripatetick 
Philoſophy, beſides what I have already ſaid in over- 
throwing the Author's Principles, it might be eafily de- 
monſtrated from the Nature and Reaſon of the thing, 
that Matter cannot poſſibly think; and that there is but 
one only Subject of Senſation, Thought and Intelligence 
in Man, which is the Soul or Mind it ſelf, For which, to 


avoid Prolixity here, I refer the curious or learned 


Reader to what Dr. Clark has written againſt Mr, 
Dodwel upon this Head, and to what Mr. Ditton has fat- 
ther demonſtrated in the Appendix to his Book of the 
Re ſurrection; which Authors I refeg to, not to deter - 
mine any thing by their Authority, but only to let the 
Reader know where he may find the Demonſtrat ion, as I 
would refer to Exclid in à like Caſe, But for the 
ſake of thoſe who may not be ſo capable of ſueb ab- 
ſtract Reaſonings, I muſt here obſerve farther, that the 
ſame thing is undeniably .confirm'd by Experience 
likewiſe, in every one who 14 had the Mn. to 
ES, oſe 


| 
| 


indeed loſt it. Whic 
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On loſe'a Leg, or an Aug who plainly feel and perceive | 


the ſame Senſations in the ſame Part after, as they did 
before the Amputation; and did they not reaſon about 
it, and were not convinc'd by other Experience of their 
Loſs, could not know by any different Senſation, or 
the want of any feeling in the Part it ſelß, that they had 
> is an evident” Proof that theſe 
ſenſible Species or Senſations are not ſubjected in the ma- 
terial Syſtem, or corporeal Subſtance itſelf, but in a 
quite different Subject, that is, in the foul. ” 
Mr. Nisbet ſeems to have been under great Pain and 
Difficulty to determine, in what gentle manner he 
ſhould touch upon the Super-rational Sirit. He has nei- 
ther advane'd any thing new in Favour of his Friend, 
nor reply'd to any thing that I had urged againſt him 
on this Occaſion ; but he tells me, that he takes the Que- 
ſtion to be properly this, Whether barely a Whim of the 
Author's, or otherwiſe of long ſtanding, and only put 
into a modern Dreſs? And he thinks that the vigorous. 
Aſſaults I have made againſt it, are manifeſtly owing to a 
ſettled Prejudice and Spite againſt Antiquity. + ug 
But l can aſſure him that he is much miſtaken, and 
that I have no Prejudice at all againſt Antiquity. I can 
readily allow the Ancients their proper Place and Office, 
as the moſt credible capable 4 nage of what was faid 
and done in their Time; but not as Judges of Truth or 
Deciders of Controverſy. I can ſubmit to their Teſtimony 
in Matters of Faf, where they are clear and conſiſtent 
with themſelves; but not to their Umpirage and Arbi- 
tration in Matters of Reaſon and Revelation. 'TheAncients 
might aswell be miſtaken, were as much divided among 
themſelves, and maintain'd as many idle, abſurd and 
ridiculous things, as any of their Succeſſors have ſince 
done; and therefore I pay no more Regard to their 
Judgment, than to any modern Judgment op 
fallible. And indeed this ſlaviſn Subjection of the Mind 
to the Opinions of others, this Canonical Method of 
Voting for Truth, and proving it by Suffrage, is fit for none 
but Common - Place Men, and ſuch Retailers of Knowledge 
as deal only upon Truſt, and never concern themſelves 
to examine Matters ſo far as to make any Opinion properly 
rheir own. This, I know, has ſometimes paſs'd for Learu- 
ing, and been taken as the Mark and 6 of a 
r e — Scholar ; 
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' Sebolarz but yet itis only ſuch a ſort of Learning, as an 

| Idiot might attain by the bare Force of Memory, with-. 
out Reaſon or Judgment. But to proceed: The Queltion 
about the Super-rational Spirit, as Mr. Nisbet would now 
have it ”r is perfectly ridiculous; Whether it was a 
Whim of the Author's own, or whether ſome other Peo- 
| ple bad not had the ſame bim in their Heads before 
im? For the Author did not barely quote it as the 
Opinion of others, but he eſpouſed. it as his own. He 
laboured to eſtabliſh it upon the Principles of Reaſon 
and Scripture, as a Thing fc Conſequence, that the 
ChriſtianWaith could no {iſt without it, and as abſo- 
lutely ne ry to the öbtaining our ſupreme Felicity, 
and the keeping up an Intercourſe and Correſpondence 
with the ſpiritual inviſible World, I think therefore, 
that he h ching complain of, and that I acted 
right We him upon his own Principles, and 
ſnewing Mat there was no ſuch rational or ſcriptural K vi- 
dence for it as he pretended, and that both theſe Prin- 

ciples were plainly againſt him. | 2 
| There is one very unfair and unchriſtian Inſinuation, 


that Mr. Nichet has made up and down in his Book, as 

if I had intended artfully to favour the Cauſe of De- 

iſm, and to wound Chriſtianity it ſelf through the Au- 

thor's Sides. I therefore 1 that I expect to ap- 

| pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and to be ac- 
countable for what I have faid and done, as much as 

( Mr. Nisbet, or the Author of the Reflefions, c. I 

firmly believed, and think I have Sw, that the Au- 

thor's Principles are abſurd, unintglligible, and ſelf-contra- 

diftory ; that they muſt give the Wi all the Ad vantage 

in the World againſt Chriſtianity; and that the Chri- 

ſtian Doctrines cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt upon them. 

Whether I . ee proved this or no, muſt 

a be ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Publick upon 

the Merits of what has been ſaid, unleſs the Author, or 

ſome Body for him, ſhould demand farther Satisfaction; 

and in that Caſe, I promiſe either to defend my ſelf, or 


to give up the Cauſe, - 
And now it muſt be left to every Man's Judg- 
ment, whether this Gentleman has not quite given 3 


up his Friend under the moſt conſiderable Diffi- 
culties, and made the Matter rather vere than 8 
iter, 


- 


1 he Purpoſe other Oceaſions, that he Has | 
=” or could do in this Letter; be had undertg a. 
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1 the Weight of the Super-rarionalpivir, and not 4 
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